At Mainz Hindenburg drove through tumultuous cheering
streets to the Grand Ducal Palace, where the French had had
their headquarters a few weeks. Napoleon a hundred years
before. In between, the Germans had been to Paris and, with
young Lieutenant Paul von Hindenburg watching, had rubbed
their vanquished enemy's nose in the dust by proclaiming the
German Empire in the Mirror Hall at Versailles.

Then we began an unforgettable journey down the Rhine,
with Hindenburg in the prow of the steamer Mainz, and myself
watching him. Before waterside villages of which the earliest
historians had written, a thousand years ago, the children were
ranked in white-clad rows. The youths, in shorts and singlets,
built brown-limbed human pyramids on the banks.

On all sides were the black-white-red of Imperial and the
red-black-gold of Republican Germany, the emblems of the
struggle for the soul of Germany which the old man in the
prow of the Mainz was to decide. On the banks ancient abbeys,
and before them, waving handkerchiefs to the President, brown-
robed monks. Dutch barge skippers coming upstream from
Rotterdam, the Dutch eel fishers who had leased the Rhine
fishing rights, Swiss bargemen homeward bound for Basel, all
dressed their craft with flags and bunting, cheered the German
President as he passed. The Rhine castles, ruined Rheinfels,
stately Marksburg and the others, awoke to dim memories of
former sieges as salutes were fired from their ancient battlements
and echoed by others from the barges and the shore, so that the
echoes joined with the pealing of church bells and went rolling
down the hills towards Goblenz. At the foot of the Lorelei,
where the Rhine maiden combs her golden hair and lures luck-
less sailors to their doom, crowds of children cheered shrilly,
and on the headland itself tiny human figures waved white
specks.

Then Coblenz, where the Rhine and Mosel join hands at the
Deutsches Eck, with its monument to the First German Empire^
in the shadow of the towering fortress of Ehrenbreitstein, now
lined with tiny dots that were human heads.
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